[G] Associates say, “The view of Asiyan bar Nidbah accords with 
the opinion of R. Yohanan.” 


[H] For it has been taught: If the letters were mixed [so that there 
is insufficient space between words and the letters cannot be 
distinguished], there is a Tannaite authority who teaches that 
the scroll is nonetheless valid, and there is a Tannaite 
authority who teaches that it is invalid. 


[I] R. Ada bar Simeon in the name of R. Yohanan: “He who 
maintains that the writing is valid sees the joining at the 
top, and he who says that they are invalid sees the joining 
at the bottom, for example, the word for, ‘our land,’ ‘our 
glory.’ [In these instances the letters are joined at the 
bottom but separated at the top, so the letter is wholly on 
the parchment. The one who says that they are invalid sees 
them joined at the top, as Asiyan has said above, since he 
wants sufficient parchment to spread around the entire 
space of the letter.]” 


[J] The word for [your land] is a question, so too the word 
for “your glory.” [The issue is, if the s touches the k in 
the middle. ] 


[I:5 A] R. Adab. R. Simeon in the name of R. Yohanan: “A man should not 
stand to pray in an elevated place.” 


[B] What is the scriptural basis for this view? 


[C] Said R. Ba in the name of R. Pappa, ““Out of the depths I cry to 
thee, O Lord!” (Ps. 130:1). 


[D] R. Ada bar Simeon in the name of R. Yohanan: “A man should 
not stand to pray prior to heeding a call to name.” 


[E] What is the scriptural basis for this view? 


[F] “[Therefore thus I will do to you, O Israel; because I will do 
this to you,] prepare to meet your God, O Israel!” (Amos 4:12). 


[G] Said R. Simon, “[Reading the word, ‘prepare,’ as ‘pay heed 
to’:] Form the appropriate intention to ‘meet your God, O 
Israel.’” 


[H] Said R. Alexandri, “‘Guard your feet when you go to 
the house of God’ (Qoh. 5:1). Guard yourself with 
regard to the things that come forth between your feet.” 


